
We forgive all living beings, We 

are friendly to all living beings, 

We seek enmity with none, We 

ask forgiveness from all. 
 

Jain 

Shared Faith Worship 

Although it was a Christian initiative that led to the founding of the Week of Prayer 

for World Peace in 1974, it soon became an inter-faith activity.  The first  

Chairperson, the late Edward Carpenter, former Dean of  Westminster, established 

the guiding principle of the Week in the words “The peace of the world must be 

prayed for by the faiths of the world” and this is still the basis of our work today. 

 

For those who want to persevere with the idea of praying with people of different 

faiths, three thoughts may be helpful.  First, the different prayers that we say are 

said by neighbours in the same town, and the same street every week.  In  

worshipping together we are simply bringing under one roof what is happening 

already under the same sky.  Secondly, we are convinced that there is only one 

humanity that prays, and only one Divinity that we pray to, whatever different   

perceptions  we may have about that one Divinity.  Thirdly, we recognise that  

inter-faith partnership does not itself imply agreement.  The things we agree on are 

many, and precious.  The things we disagree on are precious too.  When we stand 

with a follower of another faith who is praying, wherever we can agree with the 

prayer, we give our interior assent.  When we cannot agree, we withhold our  

interior assent.  It is still good to stand with that person as a friend and as a partner for 

peace. 
 

Supporters 

The theme of this leaflet has been approved for worldwide distribution by the Week 

of Prayer for World Peace multi-faith committee based in Great Britain.  Religious 

communities everywhere are encouraged to celebrate the Week both in their  

observances and together with people of different faiths. 
 

In New Zealand the Week of Prayer for World Peace is supported by:  

Conference of Churches in Aotearoa New Zealand; Catholic Commission for  

Justice, Peace and Development; National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá‟ís of 

New Zealand; New Zealand Buddhist Community; New Zealand Hindu Faith; New 

Zealand Federation of Islamic Associations; New Zealand Jewish Community; 

Anglican Pacifist Fellowship; New Zealand Pacifist Society; Society of Friends 

(Quakers) NZ; Brahma Kumaris World Spiritual University; NZ Diversity Action 

Programme; and the Wellington Inter-Faith Council.   

 

For orders or information 

Please contact:  

Pushpa Wood, 22 Rolleston St, Mt Cook, Wellington  6022 

or email: Pushpa.Wood@gmail.com or call or txt 021-165-8771 

 

Week of Prayer for World Peace 

Lead me from death to life, from falsehood to truth.  

Lead me from despair to hope, from fear to trust.  

Lead me from hate to love, from war to peace.  

Let peace fill our heart, our world, our universe . 

The International Prayer for Peace 

Let us speak with peace, walk 

with humility and understand with 

love, recognising that peace is 

not just a state of mind, but a 

way of life.  
 

Brahma Kumaris 

There is a spirit which I feel that 

delights to do no evil, nor to 

revenge any wrong, but delights 

to endure all things, in hope to 

enjoy its own in the end.  Its 

hope is to outlive all wrath and 

contention, and to weary out all 

exaltation and cruelty, or  

whatever is of a nature contrary 

to itself.  It sees to the end of all 

temptations.  

As it bears no evil in itself, so it 

conceives none in thoughts to 

any other.  If it be betrayed, it 

bears it, for its ground and 

spring is the mercies and  

forgiveness of God.  
 

James Naylor, Quaker, 1659, 

Dying Words 

The Natural World  

Hurt not the earth, neither the 

sea, nor the trees.  
 

Revelation 7:3, Christian 

You must not lose faith in Humanity.  Humanity is  

an ocean; if a few drops of the ocean are dirty, the 

ocean does not become dirty. 
 

Mahatma Gandhi 

For cities and towns, factories and farms, flowers 

and trees, sea and sky - Lord we praise You for the 

world and its beauty.  For family and friends,  

neighbours and cousins - Lord we thank You for 

friendship and love.   

For kind hearts, smiling faces, and helping hands - 

Lord, we praise You for those who care for others.  

For commandments that teach us how to live - Lord, 

we thank You for those who help us to understand 

our laws.  

And for making us one family on earth, the children 

of One God - Lord we praise You, who made all  

people different, yet alike.  
 

Jewish 

Today we pray for  

The Natural World 

We pray for organisations 

and individuals  

dedicated to protecting 

the environment 

We pray for a change of 

heart for those who 

abuse nature 

Gratitude  

and Hope 

Today we pray for  

The people of Europe,  
remembering  

especially Russia/

Chechnya and the  

Balkans 

Week of Prayer 

for World Peace 
17th - 24th October 2010 

May the winds, the oceans, the herbs, and night 

and days, the mother earth, the father heaven, 

all vegetation, the sun, be all sweet to us. 

Let us follow the path of goodness for all times, 

like the sun and the moon moving eternally in 

the sky.  

Let us be charitable to one another.  

Let us not kill or be violent with one another.  

Let us know and appreciate the points of view of 

others.  And let us unite.  
 

Hindu 

Day 7 

Day 8 



Come let us go up to the moun-

tain of the Lord, that we may walk 

in the paths of the Most High. And 

we shall beat our swords into 

ploughshares, and our spears into 

pruning hooks. Nation shall not lift 

up sword against nation, neither 

shall they learn war anymore.  
 

Jewish, Christian  

Fill us with love, and let us be bound 

together with love as we go our  

diverse ways, united in this one spirit 

which makes You present in the world, 

and which makes You witness to the 

Ultimate Reality that is love.  Love has 

overcome.  Love is victorious.  
 

Thomas Merton, Christian  

For each of you [communities] We have 

ordained a Law and a Path.  If God had 

willed, He would have made you one  

community.  [But He made you as you are] 

in order to try you by means of that which 

He has given you.  So compete with each 

other in goodness.  Unto Him is your  

return, all of you, and He will inform you of 

those things regarding which you differed.  
 

The Koran 5:48, Muslim  

God judges us according to our deeds, not the coat 

that we wear: that Truth is above everything, but 

higher still is truthful living.  Know that we attain 

God when we love, and victory only endures in 

consequences of which no one is defeated.  
 

Sikh  

May He Who is the Father in Heaven of 

the Christians, Holy One of the Jews, Allah 

of the Muhammadans, Buddha of the  

Buddhists, Tao of the Chinese, Ahura 

Mazda of the Zoroastrians and Brahman of 

the Hindus lead us from the unreal to the 

Real, from darkness to light, from disease 

to immortality.  May the All-Loving Being 

manifest Himself unto us, and grant us 

abiding understanding and all-consuming 

divine love.  Peace, Peace, Peace be unto 

us all.  
 

Swami Akhilananda, Hindu   

Love is patient and kind, it is not 

jealous or conceited or proud, 

Love is not ill-mannered or selfish or 

irritable, 

Love does not keep a record of 

wrongs, 

Love is not happy with evil, but is 

happy with the truth,  

Love never gives up, and its faith, 

hope and patience never fail.  

Love is eternal.  
 

1 Corinthians 13: 4-7, Christian 

May all beings have happiness and the causes of happiness.  May all be free from  

sorrow, and the causes of sorrow, may all never be separated from the sacred  

happiness which is sorrowless, and may all live in equanimity, without too much  

attachment and too much aversion, and live believing in the equality of all that lives.  
 

Buddhist 

Rich fruits of the Spirit may be tasted from other people‟s trees.  
 

Marjorie Sykes 

Motivation comes from the freedom 

of knowing that you are born of 

goodness, sustained by goodness 

and propelled by goodness.  
 

Mansukh Patel, Co-Founder World 

Peace Flame Foundation 

To say that we all love God and at the 

same time exercise cruelty towards the 

least creature is a contradiction in itself.  
 

John Woolman, Quaker, Religious  

Society of Friends.  

O Lord, grant us to love Thee; grant that 

we may love those that love Thee; grant 

that we may do the deeds that win Thy 

love.  Make the love of Thee be dearer 

to us than ourselves, than our families, 

than wealth, and even than cool water.  
 

Muslim 

Make us, ourselves, to be true friends 

to animals and so to share the  

blessings of the merciful.  
  

Albert Schweitzer  

The road to peace is very long, very slippery and 

very unsafe. I cannot give up. I would rather die 

in doing what I believe is the right thing to do. 
 

Ash Haji Elmi - Save Somali Women and  

Children Project 

Protect peace through the  

lightness of your mind and your 

generosity of heart.  
 

Brahma Kumaris 

I have realised God in me through my Free-Will, 

I have broken through the fetters of my soul and 

realised that Faith and Reason are one.  I have 

realised that there is a divine Heritage to guide 

me to Faith and Reason.  I have realised that 

Conscience frightens the evil-doer; but I have 

also realised that the evil-doer can ye shown 

the Right Path if he is made to realise that he is 

doing wrong. I have realised that God loves 

everyone with a Divine Love that forgives every-

thing.  Remember, all who follow me, that a 

good conscience means “Culture” which is the 

root of Truth.  It leads to a pure mind and this 

will bring you peace of mind which is its own 

reward.  It is heaven on earth.  
 

Yasna 34 v6-10, Zoroastrian 

Forgive the arrogance of our race, which 

regards animals as existing simply to 

serve human ends.  
 

Revd. Hugh Broadbent 

Today we pray for  

The people of Africa,  
remembering especially 

Sudan, Somalia,  

Congo, Rwanda,  

N. Uganda, N. Nigeria 

and Zimbabwe 

We pray for all peace-

makers 

Yearning for 

Peace 

Every day I light a candle in my heart - no anger, 

no hatred.  We want peace, we will take peace 

by the hand for the sake of our grandchildren. 
 

Ibrisam Mahamid, N. Israel 

Our Diversity is 

God’s Diversity 

Today we pray for  

The people in the Middle 

East, remembering  

especially Iraq and 

Palestine/Israel  

We pray for everyone 
caught up in conflict 

 

Caring for 

Each Other 

Day 3 

Faith and 

Reason 

The Animal 

Kingdom 

Love 

Today we pray for  

The people of Asia,  
remembering especially  

Afghanistan, Kashmir,  

Sri Lanka, Tibet, Burma 

and Pakistan 

We ask that by caring for 

each other we realise 

that we do make a     

difference 

Today we pray for  

The people of North and 

South America 

We pray for leaders to act 

with understanding and 

wisdom 

Cleanse ye your eyes, so that ye 
behold no man as different from 
yourselves.  See ye no strangers; 
rather see all men as friends. .. 
 

„Abdu'l-Bahá, Bahá'í Faith 

Day 1 

Day 2 Day 4 
Day 6 

Day 5 
Today we pray for  

The people of Oceania 

We pray for everyone 

struggling for justice 

and peace 

The divine purpose is that men 
should live in unity, concord and 
agreement and should love one 
another.  
 

„Abdu'l-Bahá, Bahá'í Faith 

Whatever words and deeds are noblest, best, 

teach me, O Mazda, make my life express, through 

Love of fellow-man, through search for truth, the 

yearnings and prayers of my heart; Renew, Ahura, 

through the strength to serve, my life, and make it 

as Thou wishest - true.  
 

Yasna 34 v15, Zoroastrian 

Today we pray for  

The Animal Kingdom and 

for all those who care 

for animals 

To the blessed animals, however, the 
utmost kindness should be exercised: the 
more the better it will be.  This sympathy 
and kindness is one of the fundamental 
principles of the divine kingdom. 
 

„Abdu'l-Bahá, Bahá'í Faith 

There is no happiness greater than peace. 
 

Devote yourself to the path of peace, the nirvana 

proclaimed by the Blessed One.  
 

Buddhist 


